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Wojciech Heliasz,
from Poland, with
his Arabian horse
Chuck Norris at one
of several vet checks
along the course

THE WESTERN STATES TRAIL RIDE, also known as the Tevis
Cup, was born in 1955 out of a simple guestion: Could modern-
day riding horses travel 100 miles in 24 hours? Several riders set
out from Lake Tahoe, California, and journeyed southwest through
the Sierra Nevada to the town of Auburn, proving the answer to
be & strong yes. In the years and decades that followed, equestri-
ans would retrace the trip as an annual race, testing themselves on
2 grueling route with more than 35,000 feet of elevation ¢change
aleng rugged mountain trails.

Damien Maloney, a Los Angeles-based photographer, learned
about the event from a neighber and was drawn to the compe-
tition's Old West ethos, so different from the strict equestrian
tradition he knew growing up in Waco, Texas. “It was interesting
to see a horse culture that isn't fussy or fancy,” says Maloney. “It's
humans and horses, and everyone's having fun, but it’s still really
hard. There isn't any pageantry.” In the summer of 2023, he set
out to document that unpretentious spirit, capturing horses and
people as they navigated the dusty tralls.
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Riders undergo an
initial assessment and
are given numbers

in Soda Springs,
California, the day
before the race.
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Jeremy Reynolds,
from Dunnellon,
Florida, has completed
the Western States
Trail Ride seven times.
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The checkpeint
at Foresthill Mill

An animal
assessment
at Robi
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Reynolds and his
Arabian horse
Treasured Moments
cross the finish line at
8:29 PM. for the win.
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